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Jerusalem,  21 - 24 June , 2005

                              14 - 17 Sivan, 5765
A. Organizational Matters
1. Authorization of the Presidium to discuss and decide changes to the Rules of Elections to the Zionist Congress 
Resolved,  according to Article 31 (1) of the Constitution to authorize the Presidium of the Zionist General Council to discuss and decide amendments to the Rules for Elections to the Zionist Congress, as follows:
 Note: The words in bold are the changes to the existing regulations

Rules for the Census and the elections to the Zionist Congress

RULE 1

The Central Elections Board

[Note: Small paragraph (d) which remains as is, becomes paragraph (c) and the existing paragraph (c) becomes Rule 1 (a) paragraph (b)]

RULE 1a

The involvement of The Central Elections Committee (hereafter CEC)

A. If an Area Elections Committee (hereafter AEC) is not established according to the regulations, the Central Elections Committee will appoint an AEC or an elections delegate with the powers of an AEC.

B. Further to the matters brought to its responsibility according to Article 20 of the Constitution and in these rules, the CEC will discuss and decide whether, in a specific elections area where oversights in the preparation of the membership drive or elections are found, or if it is caught in difficulties or a situation develops which has no solution.

C. If these rules are not abided to by the AEC, or if the CEC decides a situation of no solution arises, the CEC may appoint an AEC under its direction or appoint an elections delegate with the powers of an AEC.

Rule 1b

Establishment of an Area Elections Committee

[Note: Only the numbering of the article has changed]

Rule 3

Chairperson of an Area Elections Committee

[Note: Currently existing small paragraph b moves as is to Rule 1a small article a]

Rule 4

Functions of the Area Elections Committee

A. The AEC shall be responsible to administer and carry out the membership drive prior to the Zionist Congress elections in their respective region.

B. The AEC will fix the amount of payment for the membership drive, the method of identifying each member, and will carry out the drive through a neutral professional company

C. The AEC wish all be responsible for system of administering the elections to the Zionist Congress and their implementation in their area, including establishing and operating polling booths and local elections committees, and for reporting of the elections to the executive, to the CEC and to the Supreme Zionist Court.

D. No person shall sit on any elections committee unless they are eligible to vote or stand for election in the respective election area.

Rule 5

Right to become a member and to vote

A. Any Jew will be considered eligible to have the right to vote and to be listed in the electoral roll, if:

1. They have reached the age of 18 in the year of the opening of the Congress

2. They have signed the Jerusalem Programme

3. Paid membership fees directly

4. Added their personal identity code, as mandated by the AEC

Rule 13

Method of Administering the Election

A. In accordance with Article 19 of the Constitution, the AEC will determine the method of administering the elections no later than six months prior to the opening of the Zionist Congress.

B. All organisations and lists represented at the previous Zionist Congress, or who wish to be represented at this Congress, are permitted to appeal within two weeks the decision of the AEC determining the method of administering the elections – to the CEC, and for decisions of the CEC, within an additional two weeks – to the Zionist Supreme Court.

C. The AEC may determine the method of administering the elections through a ballot box in a polling station, or through a postal vote, and/or with electronic voting as the sole method or in addition to the vote at a polling station, as the case may be. Within two weeks of reaching this decision, the AEC will submit the method of administering the elections to the CEC for approval.

D. The AEC will determine the date of the elections no later than two weeks following approval of the voting method by the AEC.

E. Despite the filing of an appeal in accordance with this rule, the system of voting will continue unless a decision is made to halt it by the CEC or the Zionist Supreme Court, as the case may be, which if it didn't happen would create unrepairable damage to the appellant.

Regulations for Implementing the Constitution of the World Zionist Organization

Regulation 2

The Committee for Determining the Number of Delegates for Congress

(Article 18 of the Constitution)

B. The committee will determine between two-thirds and 85% of the number of delegates for each electoral region, as the committee sees correct, except for Israel and the USA. The basis for calculation will be the maximum number of delegates to the Congress, as determined by Article 17, paragraph 1 of the Constitution, following the removal of 5 to 10 percent as the Committee sees fit; as stated in the small paragraph (6) above.

Regulation 6

Method of Elections to Congress

(Article 19 of the Constitution)

The regulation is repealed 

2. Transfer of material for discussion at the Zionist Executive – Process of Advise and Consent

Resolved, according to Regulation 17 (1) (d)  of the Regulations of the Zionist General Council,  to refer the following to the Zionist Executive for discussion 
A. Advise and Consent 
As part of the by-laws of the Jewish Agency, a procedure was defined regarding consultation and approval for the positions of Chairman, Treasure, and heads of the Board of Governors committees. The present procedure regarding consultation and approval is not clear.

Therefore, the ZGC resolves to instruct the Zionist Executive to establish a team to negotiate with the partners within the Jewish Agency, to formulate clear rules for a mutual consultation and approval process.

Further to the by-laws of the Jewish Agency, which define a mutual process of consultation and approval between the joint bodies of the Jewish Agency, the team will introduce to the negotiations the following points:

Thirty days prior to the date of the Zionist Congress, the names of candidates will be sent by the Zionist Unions for the consultation and approval process. There minimum number of candidates for each position, will be not less than three, and if necessary, the representatives will appear before the Consulting and Approval Committee.

Fourteen days prior to the Zionist Congress, the names of approved candidates will be sent to the representatives of the Zionist Unions. Position holders will be chosen from among the approved candidates by the Unions and by the Zionist Congress.

B. 

Whereas 
there is a process of Advise and Consent regarding representatives filling 
 
positions in JAFI, and this process should take place prior to the opening of 
 
the Zionist Congress electing the people to fill these positions, and

 

Whereas  
in the previous Congress the then Chairman of the BOG, Mr. Alex Grass, 
 
promised to form a joint committee that would make possible the process of 
 
Advise and Consent, before the opening of the Congress;

Be it resolved:

Therefore, the Zionist General Council Resolves that the process of Advise and Consent as carried out by representatives of our partners in JAFI should be completed no later than two days) the beginning of the Congress.  The representatives chosen by the Congress should begin functioning in their positions immediately after their election.

 

3. Elections to the 35th Zionist Congress
Whereas 
the Zionist General Council in its meetings during June 2004, decide to

 
cancel Article 20 of the Regulations for elections to the Zionist Congress, and 

Whereas 
the World Zionist Organization has strived, since its inception, to include 

 
within it all Jews who identify and who are identified with the Zionist vision;  and

Whereas 
the Zionist Movement is, essentially and fundamentally, a democratic movement 
 
that elects its representatives and institutions on the basis and the foundations of 
 
democratic principles;

  

Therefore, the Zionist General Council resolves that the following regulations be added to the regulations for elections to the Zionist Congress:

 

1.      Elections to the Zionist Congress must be direct, proportional and secret

2.      Area Election Committees unable to agree on the manner of conduct of elections  among the different lists by 4 months before the date of the opening of the Zionist Congress will transfer the decision to the Central Elections Committee.  The Election Committee may make any decision about elections as long as they are in accordance with the Constitution of the WZO.

3.
Only people who have signed the “Jerusalem Program” and have paid membership dues as required by the constitution and the procedures established by the Central Elections Committee will be permitted to participate.

4.     The ZGC resolves that countries and places where elections are not held as required,      will not be entitled to delegates at the Zionist Congress

5.     The Zionist Supreme Court will hear appeals on  decisions of the Central Elections    

 
Committee. 

4. Amendment to the Rules for Elections to the Zionist Congress

Be it resolved:

Rule 2(a) of the WZO Rules for the Election of Delegates be amended to read:
(a) In areas represented at the preceding Congress by two or more delegates and where the tasks of the AEC are not discharged by the Governing Executive Body, the AEC shall be composed in accordance with the composition of the delegation of the electoral area concerned at the preceding Zionist Congress subject to modifications in accordance with the findings and/or rulings of the Zionist Supreme Court. 

However, every Zionist Body and group which has duly submitted nominations lists or nominated candidates shall have one representative on the AEC in an advisory capacity, even if such body or group was not included in the delegation at the preceding Zionist Congress.  WIZO shall have one representative in an advisory capacity.

(b) A new slate, that is not affiliated with a Zionist World Union and that succeeded in winning a minimum of one delegate to the WZC, must affiliate with the Territorial Zionist Federation  as a condition precedent to run in the subsequent Zionist Congress election without again having to meet the requirements of a “new” slate and to be a voting member of  the Area Election Committee

Underlines text represents suggested addition.

Explanation:  Affiliates of Zionist World Unions are already required to affiliate with the Zionist Federation and thereby to carry the responsibilities of membership in the WZO at the territorial level.  A new slate that is independent, (not affiliated with a Zionist World Union) does not share these responsibilities, nor does it help to build the movement in the inter-Congress years.  The “burden” of membership as well as its benefits should be shouldered by all groups participating in the Zionist Congress elections.

B. Changes to the Structure
5. Renewal And Structural Revision Of The World Zionist Organization

Whereas,  
The WZO has been facing considerable challenges in recent years including:

(a) Determining how best to engage with Jews throughout the world to recognize the importance of connecting with and supporting Israel as Zionists, and relating to Israel as a core element in one’s Jewish identity;

(b) Reforming the organizational structure of the WZO in order to meet its objectives and challenges;

(c) Acquiring the required level of financial support to carry out its activities;

(d) Creating a governance model and recruitment of leaders – both lay and professional – who are able and willing to direct and manage the WZO;

(e) Amending the WZO Constitution to provide for a fair and equitable process and structure that will command the respect and attention of world Jewry.

and whereas the WZO has attempted for several years to renew the WZO organization and 
 
bring forward a constitution, including the adoption of a number of resolutions 
 
adopted by the Zionist Congress and the Zionist General Council , among them:

(a) Resolution #82 adopted by the 34th Zionist Congress in June 2002, 
resolving  "that the 
 
Zionist Executive must submit to the Zionist General council 34/2 [June 2003] a new 
 
draft constitution" and further resolving that "If, during the next 12 months, a new 
 
draft resolution is not submitted, the Presidium of the ZGC will appoint a committee 
 
of legal experts, who will submit a draft Constitution to the members of the ZGC 
 
within six months",        and

(b) Resolution #2 adopted by the Zionist General Council 34/3 in June 2004 that   
 
"charges  the Zionist Executive with submitting a comprehensive proposal to amend 
 
the  Constitution for approval by the ZGC within a period of 6 months"   and
 whereas  no such proposal has yet been put forward, though the need remains as great as ever,

It is hereby resolved that:

1. The ZGC reaffirms its commitment to the need for a new Constitution for the World Zionist Organization as expressed in Resolution #82 of the 34th Zionist Congress, Resolution #2 of the Zionist General Council 34/3, and Resolution #42 of the 33rd Zionist Congress,

2. and hereby establishes the Committee on WZO Renewal and Constitution (the "Renewal Committee") which it instructs to operate in accordance with the mandate and methodology stipulated below in order to ensure that a new constitution  be drafted and submitted in time for adoption by the 35th Zionist Congress scheduled for June 2006.

a. Mandate. The Renewal Committee shall consult with all stakeholders, research the issues confronting the WZO in regard to organizational reform and constitutional amendment, analyze and prepare a report for the 35th Zionist Congress that will forward recommendations for the renewal of the WZO including:

(i) a new organizational model for the WZO as proposed by the Professional Task Force (see paragraph e.ii. below);
(ii) recommendations for increasing the financial resources of the WZO; 

(iii) a new constitution as proposed by the Professional Task Fore; and

(iv) a viable model for partnership with JAFI and other appropriate Jewish organizations and institutions

b. Work plan. The Renewal Committee will commence its work immediately after the conclusion of the ZGC 34/3, adopt a work plan and timeframe so that its report will be circulated among the various constituents of the WZO in a manner that will ensure appropriate opportunity 
for discussion, input, and amendment – including the possibility of convening regional meetings and/or a special session of the ZGC for this purpose. The timetable and process shall be built so 
as to allow for sufficient time to circulate, study, and discuss the Renewal Committee's report and proposal for a new constitution so that they may be acted upon at the 35th Zionist Congress.

c. Administration. The Renewal Committee will be provided with support staff and services by the Department for Zionist Activities, which will be responsible for the administration and work of the Renewal Committee including follow-up, support, coordination, and management of the Renewal Committee and its Professional Task Force.  

d. Budget. The ZGC requests an appropriate budget for the Renewal Committee to be taken from the separate WZO budget line for Congress preparations to cover the administrative and general costs associated with the work of the Committee including research, travel, conference calls, publication, meetings and communication.

e. Composition and Membership. The Renewal Committee will consist of:

(i) A Steering Committee composed of one representative of each World Union, one representative of each member Organization of the WZO, and representatives (one each) from four (4) of the Zionist Federations, to be determined by the other members of the Steering Committee to be chaired by the President of the Zionist Supreme Court. Those representatives appointed by notice to the Department for Zionist Activities by 21.7.2005 will constitute the Steering Committee, notwithstanding that some bodies entitled to appoint representatives may not have done so. This will not preclude those appointed subsequently from becoming members of the committ5ee as of the date of their appointment. 

(ii) A Professional Task Force, to be appointed by the Steering Committee, that will be composed of five (5-7) members, with at least three (3) members from Israel and two (2) from the Diaspora, all of whom will be chosen for their skills, experience, knowledge and understanding of organizational structure and management and are well versed in drafting constitutional and legal documents.  This Task Force will choose a chair from among its members.  It will study, analyze and recommend a new WZO organizational model and draft a new WZO Constitution and report to the Steering Committee.

f. Issues for Discussion. Throughout this process, the Renewal Committee and Professional Task Force shall be mindful of the principles of Zionism and consider principles that will lead to a dynamic, creative and renewed Zionist movement, including but not limited to the following:

(i) Status of the Zionist Federations

The Zionist Federations should continue to be members of the WZO.
(ii) Individual membership 

Direct membership of individuals in the Zionist movement should be encouraged and facilitated through the local Zionist Federations. 

(iii) Territorial representation

The Zionist Federations should be represented in the institutions of the WZO, independently of – and in addition to – the representation of the worldwide political movements and international Jewish/Zionist organizations.

(iv) Determination of WZO policy and budget

Means should be found to give all members of the ZGC the responsibility to provide ongoing input into and approval of the WZO budget, policy, and operational plans in a manner that is consistent with good governance of the WZO. This should include the establishment of committees, comprised of members of the ZGC, for each of the WZO departments, units, and areas of activity.

(v) Enhancing the democratic processes within the WZO

Delegates to the Congress from the Diaspora should be elected in accordance with accepted democratic principles, including alternative forms of democratic elections.  No delegates shall be 
chosen on the basis of agreements reached between members of the Zionist Federations. The possibility of holding elections in Israel should also be examined.

(vi) Determination of mandates

A percentage of the delegates to Congress to be fixed by the Mandates Committee should be determined in accordance with a formula that would take into consideration the number of registered members or voters in each country and the degree of Zionist activity within the community. To clarify, this would not refer to the number of delegates from Israel and the United States.

(vii) Funding of Zionist Federations

In determining WZO funding levels for the Zionist Federations, consideration should be given to the amount of funds raised by the national campaigns in each country.

(viii) WZO Leadership

A means should be found to provide the WZO with full-time leadership.  This might take the form of electing an Executive Vice-Chair of the WZO who will be charged with its day-to-day operations.

(ix) Jerusalem Platform

The Jerusalem Program and the mission must be translated into ongoing activities of the WZO.  These must reflect an emphasis on program, rather than administration, in such areas as Zionist education, direct people to people programs, activism with particular emphasis on students (high school and college—ages 15- 25) and the next generation of Leadership (26- 45). 
(x) Fundamental Principles

The overall focus will be to have the 35th Zionist Congress adopt an organizational model and Constitution that will deal creatively and effectively with the WZO mission, governance, leadership, democracy and accountability.
To clarify, the items (i) to (x) above do not constitute concrete and binding recommendations rather their aim is to bring to the attention of the committee issues that require discussion.

6.  Activities in Coordination with the Zionist Federations
Whereas 
according to Article 7 a of the Constitution of the WZO, "Zionist Federations  

 
should be the bodies through which the Zionist Executive carries out its 

 
functions and responsibilities, stating that “the Zionist Executive, heads of 

 
departments and their representatives should consult with the leadership bodies 

 
of the Federations or with their authorized representatives regarding the Zionist 

 
activities in the area, 

 

Therefore the Zionist General Council hereby resolves that Article 7a should be implemented in spirit and in fact by the WZO representatives and the JAFI representatives in various countries by consulting and coordinating with the Zionist Federations and by issuing to them, twice a year, a report on their activities.

 
 

7. Connection between Members of the Executive and Representatives around the world

The members of the Jewish Agency's Executive, who are also members in the WZO Executive, and travel as part of their role in the JA in the world, are obligated in their agenda to meet with the representatives of the WZO   - in branches, executives and Heads of Zionist Federations, emissaries and Departmental representatives. 

8. Congress Delegates from the Zionist Federation of Germany

Whereas  
the Jewish community of Germany is one of the fastest growing Jewish 
 
communities in the world, now with some 125,000 members, the vast 
 
majority of whom are recent immigrants from the Former Soviet Union, and

Whereas 
the Zionist Federation of Germany is an active one with several branches 
 
through the country, and

Whereas 
the World Zionist Organization is committed to the unity of the Jewish 
 
people everywhere, to advancing the centrality of Israel in Jewish life, to 
promoting aliyah, to furthering Zionist education, and to fighting anti-Semitism wherever it exists, and

Whereas 
the Zionist General Council is obligated to work through Zionist Federations 
 
to advance this agenda wherever they are established,  and

Whereas 
the Mandates Committee has taken steps to deny the Jewish  community of 
 
Germany any official representation at the 35th  Zionist Congress by 
 
determining that the Zionist Federation will not be entitled to send any 
 
delegates to the Congress whereas it had four delegates at the 34th Zionist 
 
Congress, and

Whereas 
the Zionist Federation of Germany and the Jewish community of Germany   

 
satisfies all the criteria on the basis of which mandates to the Congress are 
 
determined, including aliyah, contributions to the National 

Funds, Zionist activity, and participation in Israel programs, 

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council calls upon the Mandates Committee to restore to the Zionist Federation of Germany the right to send four delegates to the 35th Zionist Congress.

9. Representation of the Zionist Federations within the National Institutions

Whereas 
the 34th Zionist Congress passed resolution #40 (4), mandating the WZO 
 
Executive to  "provide a plan for the creation of territorial groupings alongside 
 
the ideological ones, to allow Zionist Federations to take their rightful place 
 
within the structure of the WZO. Said plan to be submitted to the first meeting 
 
of the Zionist General Council in 2003,"  
and 

Whereas 
no action has been taken regarding the implementation of this resolution,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council act upon Resolution #40 adopted by the 34th Zionist Congress in time for its implementation at the 35th Zionist Congress.

Be it further resolved that the Zionist General Council instructs that all heads of Zionist Federations who are not otherwise delegates to the Zionist Congress to be invited to attend the Congress in an advisory capacity.

Be it further resolved, that the Zionist General Council instructs all heads of Zionist Federations to to be invited to attend all sessions of the ZGC in an advisory capacity, if they are not members of the ZGC or otherwise automatically entitled to attend according to the Constitution. 

Be it further resolved that all Federation Heads attending the Zionist Congress and the Zionist General Council under the terms stipulated above, be entitled to the same financial arrangements pertaining to all delegates from abroad.  

10. Status of Zionist Federations
Whereas 
the Zionist Federations constitute the operational branch of the WZO,

The Zionist General Council resolves – 

A.
To strengthen the Zionist Federations everywhere and help them fulfill  their roles.

B.
To promote the establishment of Zionist Federations in countries where these do not  yet exist.

C.
The ZGC calls upon the Presidium of the Zionist General Council to 
formulate a plan to promote the aforementioned resolutions, and to bring them 

 
to the various institutions for approval as required by the Constitution.

11. Responsibility and Budgets of Zionist Federations
Whereas 
according to Article 7a of the WZO constitution: 

The Zionist Federation… shall be a body that will work together with the 
 
Executive to carry out the roles and duties with which it has been charged…  


 
The Zionist Executive, heads of the departments and their representatives must 
 
consult with the executive body of the Zionist Federation or authorize 
 
representatives regarding their Zionist activities in the said region…”

Be it resolved that 

The WZO Departments will transfer operational authority to the Zionist Federations.

Budgets will be allocated in accordance with the need and activity of the Zionist Federation. The Department of Zionist Activity will allocate funds from its budget to the Zionist Federations to implement the programs of the WZO.

12. Congress Delegates from Small Zionist Federations

Whereas 
the World Zionist Organization is meant to represent the Zionist .movement  

 
worldwide, and

Whereas 
the greater the number of Zionist Federations the greater the stature of the 
 
WZO, and

Whereas  
the representation of small Jewish communities within the WZO is important to  

 
its claim to represent the Zionist movement around the world, and

Whereas 
steps have been taken by the Mandates Committee to deny a number 
of 
 
smaller communities with functioning Zionist Federations any official 
 
representation at the 35th Zionist Congress,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council calls upon the Mandates Committee to restore to every functioning Zionist Federation at least one delegate to the 35th Zionist Congress.

13. Representation of the FSU at the 35th Zionist Congress

Whereas 
the FSU divided into separate countries,  and

 

Whereas
a multitude of Zionist and Jewish activities take place in the FSU, 

 
funded by the JAFI and

 

Whereas
official Zionist frameworks have not been established to date;

 

Therefore, The Zionist General Council hereby resolves that:

1. That the representation in the 35th Zionist Congress shall be based on the same 
 
principles as in the 34th Zionist Congress. 

2. That Zionist Federations shall be established in the states of the FSU that so desire    

 
by the time of the 35th Zionist Congress.
14. Regional Roof Organizations of Zionist Federations
Whereas   
the Va'ad Hapoel sees the Zionist Federations as a central and
 
critical component of the World Zionist Organization;

and Whereas   
the Va'ad Hapoel seeks to strengthen the ability of the Zionist 
 
Federations to function as the operational arm of the WZO abroad;

and Whereas 
Zionist Federations in the same region have much in common and 
 
much to share in terms of local initiatives and meeting similar 
 
challenges;

and Whereas 
Zionist Federations in Europe and Latin America have expressed 
 
their strong desire to work cooperatively

Therefore be it resolved that:
The Va'ad Hapoel:

1. welcomes the initiative of the Zionist Federations of Europe and of South America to create continental roof organizations composed of the territorial Zionist Federations in that region;

2. supports the process undertaken by these Federations, with the help of the Department for Zionist Activities.

3.
asks that a written report be presented to the Presidium by the Department for Zionist Activities as to the outcome of this initiative 

15. Inclusion of the Jerusalem Program

Whereas 
 we stand before the 35th  Zionist Congress;   and

Whereas
and we wish to concentrate the efforts toward the Zionist Congress, in order to 

 
expand the Zionist frameworks, 

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves 

That the WZO will concentrate in the coming year in the inclusion of the Jerusalem Program, as part of the Membership Drive and World Campaign of identification with Zionism, under the title "Ani Zioni". 

The Zionist General Council recommends to the Zionist Executive to provide the means necessary to the Zionist Federations for the realization this program. 

C.  Budget

16. Increasing the Budgets of the Zionist Federations

Whereas 
the funds available to the Zionist Federations from the WZO are grossly 
 
inadequate to their needs, and will remain so for the foreseeable future, and 

Whereas  
the current agreement on funding between the WZO and JAFI  stipulates that the 
 
WZO may engage in independent fundraising,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council calls upon the Zionist Federations to develop strategies for raising funds of their own.

Be it further resolved that the Department for Zionist Activities be instructed to consider the efforts and results of the Federations in this area in determining the level of the Federations’ annual budgetary allocation. 
17. The Zionist Shekel Campaign
Whereas 
there is a growing need for essential budgets to finance the activities of the WZO 
 
from its own sources,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves 


To reintroduce the Zionist shekel, through which everyone will be able to contribute to WZO activities according to his ability. To present a programme to promote the Zionist Shekel.
18. Operating Budgets for the Departments
Whereas 
the budget for the Department for Zionist Activity and the Hagshama 
 
Department has been reduced

Be it resolved that

The Zionist General Council recommends that should the WZO budget be increased, it must first increase the activities budget of the Department for Zionist Activity and the Hagshama Department.
19. Fundraising for the W.Z.O.
We welcome the allocation of resources for raising sources of funding from the WZO budget
Whereas 
$50,000 was allocated in the WZO budget for 2005 for fundraising for the Zionist 

Movement;   and

Whereas  
the WZO budget continues to decline,

Be it resolved that 

A report on fundraising and a plan of action be submitted within 90 days of the approval of the resolution to the Standing Committee for Budget and Finance and the ZGC Presidium.
20. Agreement for operation of shlichim 

Whereas 
the December 2002 agreement between the Jewish Agency and the WZO for 
 
granting services for the operation of shlichim states that the compensation  

was to be on a “cost  plus” basis, that is: the entire COST of employing the shlichim 
 
PLUS a fee of 5%;

Be it resolved that 

The Chairman and the Treasurer of the WZO be called upon to implement the agreement in practice within 60 days of the decision, such that the 5% fees are added to the activity budget of the WZO and to report to the Standing Committee for Budget and Finance.
21. Properties of the W.Z.O.
 

Whereas 
the Zionist General Council in June 2004 passed a resolution (No. 18) that 
 

forbids the sale of properties that were listed under the name of the the \

 

Jewish Agency before June 1971, or properties that were registered under 
 

the name of Karen Hayesod until 1989; and,
Whereas 
in spite of resolution 18 during the past year several properties that fit this 
 

description were sold by the Jewish Agency for Israel;

 

Therefore, The Zionist General Council hereby resolves that:

1. In every place in resolution 18 where the word properties or real estate properties is   

 
written, the intention is to properties of all kinds 

2. The Zionist General Council reaffirms it’s previous resolution that forbids the sale of 
 
properties acquired before June 1971 and registered in the name of the Jewish 
 
Agency or purchased by the Karen Hayesod before 1989.  The proceeds of properties 
 
that were sold in the last year should be transferred to the WZO. 

3. An Executive committee should be formed consisting of representatives of the 
 
Zionist unions, according to relative proportion, that will examine, investigate, 
22. Enabling Zionist Federations to Conduct Elections to the Zionist Congress

Whereas  
the ZGC 34/2 cancelled article 20 of the by-laws regarding elections to the 
 
Zionist Congress, compelling all Zionist Federations to conduct elections, and

Whereas  
in the recent past elections have been held in only some 10% of the 
 
constituent Federations of the WZO, and

Whereas  
the holding of elections is an expensive undertaking involving costs far 
 
beyond the ability of Zionist Federations to bear,

Be it hereby resolved that the Treasurer of the WZO, in consultation with the heads of the World Unions, a representative sample of Zionist Federation heads, and the Department for Zionist Activities, develop an appropriate budget for the conducting of elections to Congress, and that he issue a set of criteria and procedures for accessing that budget that will ensure the fair and reasonable allocation of election funds in a timely fashion. 

Be it further resolved that the above-mentioned budget and procedures be publicized no later than September 1, 2005 in order to ensure the Zionist Federations adequate time to plan and conduct elections.

D. Youth and Dor Hemshech

23. Integration of the Younger Generation in the Zionist Federations

Whereas 
the WZO has adopted several resolutions calling for the integration of 

 
the younger generation into the institutions of the WZO, and

Whereas 
the WZO Constitution requires that the Zionist Executive operate 

 
exclusively through the Zionist Federations in conducting its activities 

 
abroad,

Be it hereby resolved to encourage the Zionist Federations incorporate representatives of the younger generation (18-30 years old) who represent movements recognized by the Hagshama Department into their managerial committees, including the Executive of the Zionist Federations in no lesser a status than as active observers. 

24.  Representation of the Younger Generation in the Institutions of the W.Z.O.

Whereas 
the Zionist Congress has decided to include the Young Generation in the 
 
Zionist Movement and its elected institutions;   and 

Whereas 
these decisions have not yet been fully implemented until this Zionist 
 
General Council. In this ZGC there are 185 members, from these only 
 
20 young people who form only 11% instead 25% as was decided.

The Zionist General Council resolves – 

A.
To require all of the World Unions and organizations to implement the decisions of the Zionist Congress and the ZGC with regard to representation by young people in all elected institutions of the Zionist Movement.

B.
The ZGC hereby resolves and demands that the future sessions will be comprised of representatives from the Young Generation, as was previously resolved.
25. MASA Programme
The Zionist General Council calls upon Jewish communities in the Diaspora, wherever they may be, to encourage Jewish young people to participate in the “MASA” program, run jointly by the Jewish Agency and the Israeli government, allowing them an opportunity to experience the Jewish State, promoting their identity and affiliation with the Jewish people, and enhances their knowledge of Jewish tradition.

26. Hasbara Activities on Campus
Whereas  
anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist incidents are on the rise on campuses all over the world;  and

Whereas  
Jewish students are on the front lines of these incidents
The Zionist General Council resolves – 

A.
To charge the student organizations represented within the ZGC to organize and implement public relations activities on campuses and to assist them with their activities.

B.
To establish “international task forces” of international student organizations who will work together to combat these incidents on campuses, in cooperation with other relevant agencies.

27. Implementing the Resolutions Regarding Youth and Dor Hemshech
The Zionist General Council calls upon the Zionist Executive to immediately ensure that the decisions made by the 34th Zionist General Council with regard to young people and the Young Generation be implemented.

28. Zionist youth movements 

Whereas 
the Zionist youth movements are the driving force of the WZO and 
 
represent its future;   and 

Whereas 
the Zionist youth movements are experiencing a reduction in their 
 
budgets, power and influence, and their activities throughout the world 
 
under the Jewish Agency’s Education Department;

Be it resolved that 

The ZGC directs the Zionist Executive to negotiate with the Jewish Agency within a period of six months, to return the Zionist youth movements and their budgets to the Zionist Movement.
29. Budgets of the Youth Movements
Whereas 
the Zionist General Council recognizes the tremendous importance of 
the 
 
Zionist youth movements and their educational activities throughout 
 
the world, and recognizes the power of the youth movements to consolidate 
 
young people abroad and encourage their aliyah to Israel;

Be it resolved – 

To strengthen the network of youth movement shlichim and expand the number of target areas for their activities.

Calls upon the representatives of the WZO in the Board of Governors of the Jewish Agency to prevent jeopardizing the budgets earmarked for youth movement shlichim around the world.

30.Connecting Israel Program Alumni to Zionist Organizations 

Background 

BIRTHRIGHT, MASA and similar short and long term youth trips to Israel provide excellent initial points of contact for young people to Israel.  Currently, only modest follow-up exists to help these young people build a further connection with the Zionist Movement and the Jewish People.  The infusion of young people into the WZO would certainly reinvigorate the Zionist Movement. 

Be it resolved 

that the Zionist Youth Movements and the youth of Zionist Organizations and  Federations personally contact short and long term program in Israel alumni (via e mail) to introduce them to the work and philosophy of the many and varied Zionist Organizations, Federations and Movements. The purpose would be to enlist these alumni as dues paying Zionists and to educate them on the purpose of Zionist membership. Follow up projects for these new members will be the responsibility of the particular Zionist organizations, Federations and Movements. 
31. Zionist Activities in Synagogues and Jewish Communities 

Whereas 
synagogues and congregations in Israel and the Diaspora constitute a 

 
central influence;    and

Whereas 
the rabbis and congregational leaders have the ability to exert a Jewish-Zionist 
 
influence on their membership;

The Zionist General Council resolves –

1.
To initiate Zionist activities in all the synagogues and Jewish communities.

2.
To encourage synagogues and congregations to organize tours to Israel and 

 
promote aliyah to Israel.

E. Preparations for Congress

32. Inter-Factional Agreements
Whereas 
there is a need for openness and fairness in all agreements which will form the 
 
basis for the establishment of partnerships between parties in the ZGC, 

 

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves that agreements made by the various factions before the Zionist Congress will be brought for the information of the Congress or to the first meeting of the Zionist General Council that immediately follows the Congress.

F. Settlement
33. The Settlement Department
Whereas 
the Government of Israel has recently received a report entitled “Opinion 
 
Concerning Unauthorized Outposts” prepared at request of the Government of 
 
Israel by Attorney Sassoon, 

Whereas  
the report includes recommendations about the activities of the WZO 

 
Settlement Division and,

Whereas 
the report seriously criticizes the activities of the WZO Settlement 

 
Division and casts doubt on the integrity of its leaders:

Therefore, the Va’ad Hapoel hereby resolves that it views the findings of Sasson report with grave concern. 

Taking into consideration the fact that the WZO Executive has established a committee to examine the ramifications of the Sassoon report on the work of the Settlement Division, the Va’ad Hapoel calls upon the WZO Executive committee to complete its study and submit a report to the Va’ad Hapoel by the end of September, 2005.  This, to enable the Va’ad Hapoel to make decisions concerning the status and function of the WZO Settlement Division.

Until such time as the WZO Executive report is submitted, the Va’ad Hapoel calls for the adoption of the recommendations of the Sassoon report regarding the WZO Settlement Division, to wit:

“1.  
To cancel all land allotments made to the Settlement Division, if and to the extent they   were not yet allotted to others, and to return them to the Commissioner; it is proper that the Commissioner also conduct such an inspection.

2. To cancel all land allotments made to the Settlement Division, which it further allotted to 
 
others in contrary to its authority;

3. To cancel all allotments made by the Division to others that have not yet been used, and to 
 
return them to the Commissioner;
4. To cancel all allotments upon which unauthorized outposts were established and to return 
 
them to the Commissioner;

5.   
To stop the activities of the Settlement Division in the Territories in the matter of 
  
establishing new settlements or enlarging settlements except where the Settlement division 
 
is authorized, ad hoc, by the GOI to operate as a settlement body for the purpose of 
 
establishing a settlement or expanding a specific settlement in Yehuda and the Shomron 
 
that the Government decides on the establishment or enlargement of said settlement.”

G. Elections
34. Election of Members to the Zionist Executive
In accordance with Article 32 (2) of the Constitution, the Zionist General Council elects Mr Zeev Bielski as a member of the Zionist Executive in the place of Mr Motti Ohana who has resigned, and Mr Natan Sharansky as a member of the Zionist Executive, in the place of Mr Sallai Meridor, upon his resignation.

35. Election of Chair of the Zionist Executive

In accordance with Article 43 (1) of the Constitution, the Zionist General Council elects Mr Zeev Bielski as the Chair of the Zionist Executive, in the place of Mr Sallai Meridor, upon his resignation.

36. Elections of Members of the Presidium of the Zionist General Council

In accordance with Article 35 (2) of the Constitution, the Zionist General Council elects Jean Shechter in the place of Evelyn Blachor, who has resigned; Viktoria Dulbord in the place of Peleg Reshef, who has resigned; David Reich in the place of Rabbi Joseph Wernick, who has resigned and Rabbi Stanley Davis who will occupy a vacant position.

37. Elections of Deupties on the Presidium of the Zionist General Council

In accordance with Article 35 (2) of the Constitution, the Zionist General Council elects Shimon Lipsky as a deputy in place of a Presidium member from overseas.

38. Election of Honorary Fellows
In accordance with Article 32 paragraph 3 (8) of the Constitution, the Zionist General Council elects the following Honorary Fellows:

Evelyn Blachor, David Hagoel, Yaacov Vismonsky, Hanan Cohen and Manny Klausner.
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