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Proposed Resolution 1/1

Proposed by Ariel Nudelman, Yisrael Beitenu

Note: The words in bold are the changes to the existing regulations

Rules for the Census and the elections to the Zionist Congress

RULE 1

The Central Elections Board

[Note: Small paragraph (d) which remains as is, becomes paragraph (c) and the existing paragraph (c) becomes Rule 1 (a) paragraph (b)]

RULE 1a

The involvement of The Central Elections Committee (hereafter CEC)

A. If an Area Elections Committee (hereafter AEC) is not established according to the regulations, the Central Elections Committee will appoint an AEC or an elections delegate with the powers of an AEC.

B. Further to the matters brought to its responsibility according to Article 20 of the Constitution and in these rules, the CEC will discuss and decide whether, in a specific elections area where oversights in the preparation of the membership drive or elections are found, or if it is caught in difficulties or a situation develops which has no solution.

C. If these rules are not abided to by the AEC, or if the CEC decides a situation of no solution arises, the CEC may appoint an AEC under its direction or appoint an elections delegate with the powers of an AEC.

Rule 1b

Establishment of an Area Elections Committee

[Note: Only the numbering of the article has changed]

Rule 3

Chairperson of an Area Elections Committee
[Note: Currently existing small paragraph b moves as is to Rule 1a small article a]

Rule 4

Functions of the Area Elections Committee

A. The AEC shall be responsible to administer and carry out the membership drive prior to the Zionist Congress elections in their respective region.
B. The AEC will fix the amount of payment for the membership drive, the method of identifying each member, and will carry out the drive through a neutral professional company

C. The AEC wish all be responsible for system of administering the elections to the Zionist Congress and their implementation in their area, including establishing and operating polling booths and local elections committees, and for reporting of the elections to the executive, to the CEC and to the Supreme Zionist Court.

D. No person shall sit on any elections committee unless they are eligible to vote or stand for election in the respective election area.

Rule 5

Right to become a member and to vote

A. Any Jew will be considered eligible to have the right to vote and to be listed in the electoral roll, if:

1. They have reached the age of 18 in the year of the opening of the Congress

2. They have signed the Jerusalem Programme

3. Paid membership fees directly

4. Added their personal identity code, as mandated by the AEC

Rule 13

Method of Administering the Election

A. In accordance with Article 19 of the Constitution, the AEC will determine the method of administering the elections no later than six months prior to the opening of the Zionist Congress.

B. All organisations and lists represented at the previous Zionist Congress, or who wish to be represented at this Congress, are permitted to appeal within two weeks the decision of the AEC determining the method of administering the elections – to the CEC, and for decisions of the CEC, within an additional two weeks – to the Zionist Supreme Court.

C. The AEC may determine the method of administering the elections through a ballot box in a polling station, or through a postal vote, and/or with electronic voting as the sole method or in addition to the vote at a polling station, as the case may be. Within two weeks of reaching this decision, the AEC will submit the method of administering the elections to the CEC for approval.

D. The AEC will determine the date of the elections no later than two weeks following approval of the voting method by the AEC.

E. Despite the filing of an appeal in accordance with this rule, the system of voting will continue unless a decision is made to halt it by the CEC or the Zionist Supreme Court, as the case may be, which if it didn't happen would create unrepairable damage to the appellant.

Regulations for Implementing the Constitution of the World Zionist Organization

Regulation 2

The Committee for Determining the Number of Delegates for Congress

(Article 18 of the Constitution)

B. The committee will determine between two-thirds and 85% of the number of delegates for each electoral region, as the committee sees correct, except for Israel and the USA. The basis for calculation will be the maximum number of delegates to the Congress, as determined by Article 17, paragraph 1 of the Constitution, following the removal of 5 to 10 percent as the Committee sees fit; as stated in the small paragraph (6) above.

Regulation 6

Method of Elections to Congress

(Article 19 of the Constitution)

The regulation is repealed 

Draft Resolution No. 1/2

Submitted by Eliezer Scheffer, Solly Sacks

Mizrachi Hapoel Mizrachi, Gesher-Meimad

Whereas 
the current structure of the World Zionist Organization and its 

 
elected and executive institutions must be changed and revitalized,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves –
A.
To initiate a comprehensive program of changes to the elected  

 
institutions and the process for making and implementing decisions.

B.
To define a mechanism to monitor and supervise the implementation 

 
of the decisions made by the elected institutions.

C.
To formulate a proposal for a new structure that will enable effective 

 
and focused Zionist activity, on the basis of priorities.

The ZGC assigns the Presidium and the Zionist Executive to submit a proposal for a comprehensive program for realizing these resolutions within six months. 

===================================================

Draft Resolution 1/3

Submitted by the New Faction

 

Minimum for position on the Zionist Executive

 

Whereas 
the representation of Israeli Zionist political parties in the Zionist 
 
Congress is based on the last Knesset elections that have taken place 
 
before the convening of the Congress, and 

 

Whereas, 
the above situation has in the past produced a situation of anomaly 
 
where parties no long represented in the Knesset have representation 
 
in the Zionist Congress,
 

Whereas  
it is important to have cooperation, stability, and political 

 
cooperation in the Zionist Executive 

 

Therefore, the Zionist General Council hereby resolves that any faction with fewer than 25 mandates in the Zionist Congress will not be entitled to representation in the Zionist Executive.

 

======================================================

Draft Resolution 1/4
Submitted by the New Faction
Whereas 
there is a need for openness and fairness in all agreements which 
 

will form the basis for the establishment of partnerships between 
 

parties in the ZGC, 

 

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves that agreements made by the various factions before the Zionist Congress will be brought for approval to the Congress or to the first meeting of the Zionist General Council that immediately follows the Congress.

======================================================= 

Draft Resolution No. 1/5

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement and the World Union of Meretz
Whereas
in recent years there have been changes and amendments in the 

 
foundation documents of the Jewish Agency and the by-laws of the 

 
Zionist funds. These decisions have essentially changed the 
 
definition of the relationship between the WZO and the Jewish 
 
Agency, Keren Heyesod and the JNF,    and

whereas 
these changes and amendments have caused a shift in the status 

 
of the WZO and its authority;

Be  it  resolved that

Within 90 days of the acceptance of this resolution, a committee must be established to redefine the status and authority of the WZO in relation to the aforementioned organizations. This committee will consist of representatives of the World Unions (britot) and representatives from international Zionist organizations, and will be assisted by other experts where necessary. The committee will submit its recommendations to the Zionist Executive for its comments and recommendations along with comments added by the Zionist Executive, will be sent for discussion and approval of the 35th Zionist Congress.

=====================================================

Draft Resolution 1/6
Submitted by the New Faction

Whereas 
in recent years changes and amendments have been made in the basic 
 
documents of the Jewish Agency for Israel and the National Funds. 
 
These changes fundamentally changed the defined relationship 
 
between the WZO, The Jewish Agency, Keren Hayesod and Keren 
 
Kayemet L'Israel; and

Whereas  
these changes and adjustments have brought about a change in the 
 
status of the WZO and its authority;

 

Therefore, the Zionist General Council hereby resolves to form a committee that will define the status and authority of the WZO in relation to the above named organizations.  The committee shall be made up of representatives of the Ideological groupings and of the Zionist and International organizations, members of the WZO and will be assisted by experts, as needed.  The committee will present its recommendations to the Zionist Executive and the recommendations and comments of the Zionist Executive will be presented for discussion and approval of the Zionist General Council.

 

======================================================

Draft Resolution No. 1/7
Submitted by The World Union of Meretz
Settlement Division
In light of the findings contained in the report presented by Adv. Talia Sasson, (Chapter 7 pp. 109-127 of the report) regarding the Settlement Division, which was prepared under the direction of the Prime Minister and which reveals substantial flaws and alleged breaking of the law in the Division’s activities.

The ZGC resolves to close the WZO Settlement Division and instructs the Zionist Executive to return the Division to the Israeli government.

Draft Resolution No. 1/8

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement
Settlement Division 

In light of the findings contained in the report presented by Adv. Talia Sasson, (Chapter 7 pp. 109-127 of the report) regarding the Settlement Division, which was prepared under the direction of the Prime Minister and which reveals substantial flaws and alleged breaking of the law in the Division’s activities.

The WZO calls for the closure of the Settlement Division of the Zionist Movement institutions and responsibility for its operation, workers and salaries, will be transferred to the Israeli government.

Draft Resolution 1/9
Submitted by the New Faction

Whereas 
the Government of Israel has recently received a report entitled 

 
“Opinion Concerning Unauthorized Outposts” prepared at request of 

 
the Government of Israel by Attorney Sassoon, 

Whereas  
the report includes recommendations about the activities of the WZO 

 
Settlement Division and,

Whereas 
the report seriously criticizes the activities of the WZO Settlement 

 
Division and casts doubt on the integrity of its leaders:

Therefore, the Va’ad Hapoel hereby resolves that it views the findings of Sasson report with grave concern. 

Taking into consideration the fact that the WZO Executive has established a committee to examine the ramifications of the Sassoon report on the work of the Settlement Division, the Va’ad Hapoel calls upon the WZO Executive committee to complete its study and submit a report to the Va’ad Hapoel by the end of September, 2005.  This, to enable the Va’ad Hapoel to make decisions concerning the status and function of the WZO Settlement Division.

Until such time as the WZO Executive report is submitted, the Va’ad Hapoel calls for the adoption of the recommendations of the Sassoon report regarding the WZO Settlement Division, to wit:

 
“1.  To cancel all land allotments made to the Settlement Division, if and to the extent they were not yet allotted to others, and to return them to the 
Commissioner; it is proper that the Commissioner also conduct such an inspection.
2. To cancel all land allotments made to the Settlement Division, which it further allotted to others in contrary to its authority;

3. To cancel all allotments made by the Division to others that have not yet been used, and to return them to the Commissioner;

4. To cancel all allotments upon which unauthorized outposts were established and to return them to the Commissioner;

5.  To stop the activities of the Settlement Division in the Territories in the matter of establishing new settlements or enlarging settlements except where the Settlement division is authorized, ad hoc, by the GOI to operate as a settlement body for the purpose of establishing a settlement or expanding a specific settlement in Yehuda and the Shomron that the 
 
Government decides on the establishment or enlargement of said settlement.”

===========================================================
Draft Resolution 1/10
Submitted by World Likud and 

The New Faction

 In light of the announcement of the Chair of the Zionist Executive, Mr Sallai Meridor to resign this coming June,
 

Therefore the Zionist General Council (34/4) hereby resolves that it will choose a temporary replacement for the chairperson of the Zionist Executive before the end of this session of the Zionist General Council.

Draft Resolution No. 1/11

Submitted by Danny Danon, Member of the Executive, Representing the Likud Movement 

Advise and Consent 
As part of the by-laws of the Jewish Agency, a procedure was defined regarding consultation and approval for the positions of Chairman, Treasure, and heads of the Board of Governors committees. The present procedure regarding consultation and approval is not clear.

Therefore, the ZGC resolves to instruct the Zionist Executive to establish a team to negotiate with the partners within the Jewish Agency, to formulate clear rules for a mutual consultation and approval process.

Further to the by-laws of the Jewish Agency, which define a mutual process of consultation and approval between the joint bodies of the Jewish Agency, the team will introduce to the negotiations the following points:

Thirty days prior to the date of the Zionist Congress, the names of candidates will be sent by the Zionist Unions for the consultation and approval process. There minimum number of candidates for each position, will be not less than three, and if necessary, the representatives will appear before the Consulting and Approval Committee.

Fourteen days prior to the Zionist Congress, the names of approved candidates will be sent to the representatives of the Zionist Unions. Position holders will be chosen from among the approved candidates by the Unions and by the Zionist Congress.

Draft Resolution 1/12

Submitted by the New Faction
Advise and Consent

Whereas 
there is a process of Advise and Consent regarding representatives filling positions 
 
in JAFI, and this process should take place prior to the opening of the Zionist 
 
Congress electing the people to fill these positions, and

 

Whereas  
in the previous Congress the then Chairman of the BOG, Mr. Alex Grass, promised 
 
to form a joint committee that would make possible the process of Advise and 
 
Consent, before the opening of the Congress;
 

Therefore, the Zionist General Council resolves that the process of Advise and Consent as carried out by representatives of JAFI should be completed no later than two days prior to the opening of the Zionist Congress.  The representatives chosen by the Zionist Congress should take their elected positions immediately following their election.

Draft Resolution 1/13

Submitted by the New Faction
Cancellation of Advise and Consent

 

Whereas 
the process of Advise and Consent is essentially interference in the internal 
 
decisions of the WZO; and 

 

Therefore, it is resolved to cancel the procedure of advise and consent and to allow each party of the partnership in the Jewish Agency to chose its representatives.

Draft Resolution No. 1/14

Submitted by Danny Danon, Member of the Zionist Executive, Representing the Likud Movement 

 Whereas 
no one disputes the importance of the activities carried out by the WZO, 
 
a historic, contemporary and future enterprise in Israel and the world
Be it resolved – 

1.
To establish a special committee comprised of 15 representatives from the ZGC Presidium, and 15 representatives from the WZO executive. This committee will discuss recommendations and present them to the Zionist Congress regarding necessary changes to the Constitution in order to strengthen the status of the WZO, consolidate its independent economic basis and the independence of the Zionist movement.

2. Time frame for the work of this committee is as follows:


By September 2005: Contact the Zionist Federations, members of the ZGC and other organizations, in order to obtain information and proposals.


September – December 2005: Consolidating the material and discussing proposals presented to the committee.


January – March 2006: Formulating draft resolutions for changing the constitution of the WZO.

Draft Resolution No. 1/15

Submitted by Danny Danon, Member of the Zionist Executive, Representing the Likud Movement
The Zionist General Council strengthens the Jewish National Fund, which is involved in redeeming and safeguarding Israel’s national lands.

In light of various trends that are aimed at undermining the legality of the Zionist endeavors with regard to redeeming and safeguarding Israel’s national lands,

Be it resolved – 

To instruct the Board of Directors of the JNF and the Zionist Executive to establish separate work teams, which will work in cooperation and formulate recommendations for the 35th Zionist Congress regarding the changes needed for the continuation of Zionist activities aimed at preserving Israel’s national lands.

Draft Resolution 1/16
Submitted by the New Faction
Item 20 in Election regulations

 

Whereas 
the Zionist General Council in its meetings during June 2004, decide to
 
cancel Article 20 of the Regulations for elections to the Zionist Congress, and 

  

Therefore, the Zionist General Council resolves that the following regulations be added to the regulations for elections to the Zionist Congress:

 

1.      Elections to the Zionist Congress must be general, proportional and secret
2.      A Central Elections Committee will be established under the authority of a retired judge. Its members will be representatives of the factions (Britot) in accordance to their proportion in the outgoing Zionist Congress. 

Area Election Committees unable to agree on the manner of conduct of elections among the different lists by 4 months before the date of the opening of the Zionist Congress will transfer the decision to the Central Elections Committee.  The Election Committee may make any decision about elections as long as they are in accordance with the Constitution of the WZO.

3.     The Zionist Supreme Court will hear appeals on  decisions of the Central Elections Committee. 
Draft Resolution No. 1/17

Submitted by the World Labor Movement and the World Union of Meretz
Regulation 20 Regarding Elections 

Whereas 
Amendment 20 was revoked by the XXXIV/3 Zionist General Council;   and

Whereas 
the budgets of the WZO are constantly being reduced;    and

Whereas
the budgets earmarked for the Congress were not increased in   
accordance
 
 with the revoked amendment

Be it resolved that Amendment 20 must be reinstated, which will enable “elections without voting and the submission of only one list of candidates.”

A Central Elections Committee is to be established, which will be authorized to accept lists reached by 100% consensus.
3. Amendment to the Rules for Elections to the Zionist Congress
Decided to delete Article 20 – Elections without voting – upon submission of a single list of candidates 

Text of Article 20 (deleted):

“Should a single list or proposal of candidacy be submitted to the Area Elections Committee within the pre-determined time period for submission of candidate lists or candidacy proposals, and should this list or proposal be compatible with the election articles and instructions – no vote will take place, and the Area Elections Committee will publicly announce that the candidates, being equal in number to that of the mandates allocated to the region, have been selected to serve as delegates, and that an appropriate number of candidates after them on the list have been selected as alternate delegates.”

Draft Resolution No. 1/18

Submitted by the New Faction,
World Labor Movement and The World Union of Meretz
Whereas 
in the agreement for re-establishing the Jewish Agency, in Appendix A,
 
which is subject to Article II-D-2(a) and (b), it was decided that the 
 
members of the Board of Governors appointed by the WZO were to be 
 
divided as follows:

Category A states that according to the sole discretion of the WZO, 19 representatives would be appointed to the Board of Governors, at least 15 of whom were from Israel.

Be it resolved

That the members from Category A, who are appointed by the WZO, will be members of the Zionist Executive, who are representatives of the World Zionist Unions. Members from this category will be members of the Board of Governors while they are serving as members of the Zionist Executive.

Draft Resolution 1/19
Submitted by the World Labor Movement, 

The World Union of Meretz, and The New Faction

Whereas
in the Agreement for the Reconstitution of the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
 
in appendix A section II D 2 (a) and (b), it 
was determined that 
categories B 
 
and C will be appointed by the WZO to the BOG after consultation with a 
 
consultation committee, and,

 

Whereas
in Section II, 2D (c) states that “A Consultations committee shall be 
 
constituted.”  Section II also lists the office holders (6 in number) who 
 
make up the consultations committee and states that “Each organization 
 
referred to in section II D. 2 (a) and (b) above shall consult with the 
 
Consultation Committee regarding its designees to the board of 
 
Governors from categories B and C as set forth in Annexes A.B and C, 

 
attached hereto.” After such consultation the organization may submit 
 
any or all of these designees for election by the Board of Governors in 
 
accordance with the provisions of Section II D.3.

 

Therefore, the Zionist General Council hereby resolves that the appointments made by the World Zionist Organization, in categories B and C  (of the WZO) will be determined by a committee to comprise the Factions (Britot) of the WZO based on their relative weight in the Zionist Congress and by representatives of the International Zionist and Jewish organizations, this in accordance with the categories listed in Appendix A.

Draft Resolution 1/20
Submitted by The New Faction
Whereas
in the Agreement for the Reconstitution of the Jewish Agency for  Israel in Annex A  relating to section II  E 2(B) it is determined that 12 members of the JAFI Executive be appointed by the WZO as follows:    “8 members to be appointed at the sole discretion of the WZO and 4 Members-at-large” according to Section II 5  D 2 (c)
 

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves that the 8 members to be appointed at the sole discretion of the WZO should be portfolio-holding members of the Zionist Executive or Chairs of departments in the Jewish Agency. The four additional general members will also be appointed from  members of the Zionist Executive.

 

Draft Resolution No. 1/21
Submitted by the World Labor Movement and 

The World Union of Meretz
Whereas 
in the agreement for re-establishing the Jewish Agency, in Section II-E-2(b) it 
 
was decided that 12 members would be appointed to the Jewish Agency 
 
Executive by the WZO as follows:

Eight members would be appointed according to the sole discretion of the WZO and 4 members for general representation would be appointed in accordance with Section II-5-D 2(c).

Be it resolved that

The eight members appointed in accordance with the sole discretion of the WZO will be members of the Zionist Executive with portfolios and/or heads of departmental committees in the Jewish Agency. The four general members are to be recommended by a committee of the World Zionist Unions, based on their relative strength in the Zionist Congress.

Draft Resolution No. 1/22
Submitted by World Likud
Jonathan Pollard has been sitting in an American prison for 18 years, following his activity on behalf of the State of Israel.

The Zionist General Council calls upon its members throughout the world to act vigorously in an effort to secure the immediate release of Jonathan Pollard.

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves:

To grant Jonathan Pollard honorary membership in the Zionist General Council.

Draft Resolution No. 1/23
Submitted by Eliezer Scheffer, Solly Sacks

Mizrachi Hapoel Mizrachi, Gesher-Meimad

Whereas 
the World Zionist Organization has strived, since its inception, to include 
 
within it all Jews who identify and who are indentified with the Zionist 
 
vision;  and
Whereas 
the Zionist Movement is, essentially and fundamentally, a democratic 
 
movement that elects its representatives and institutions on the basis 
 
and the foundations of democratic principles;

The Zionist General Council resolves:

1.
To hold personal, democratic elections for the Zionist Congress in each nation and every place from which delegates are sent to the Zionist Congress;

2.
Only people who have signed the “Jerusalem Program” and have paid membership dues as required by the constitution and the procedures established by the Central Elections Committee will be permitted to participate.

3.
The ZGC resolves that countries and places where elections are not held as required, will not be entitled to delegates at the Zionist Congress.

Draft Resolution 1/24
Submitted by the American Zionist Movement

Proposed as an Amendment to the WZO Rules for the Election of Delegates

Be it resolved:

Rule 2(a) of the WZO Rules for the Election of Delegates be amended to read

(a) In areas represented at the preceding Congress by two or more delegates and where the tasks of the AEC are not discharged by the Governing Executive Body, the AEC shall be composed in accordance with the composition of the delegation of the electoral area concerned at the preceding Zionist Congress subject to modifications in accordance with the findings and/or rulings of the Zionist Supreme Court. 

However, every Zionist Body and group which has duly submitted nominations lists or nominated candidates shall have one representative on the AEC in an advisory capacity, even if such body or group was not included in the delegation at the preceding Zionist Congress.  WIZO shall have one representative in an advisory capacity.

(b) A new slate, that is not affiliated with a Zionist World Union and that succeeded in winning a minimum of one delegate to the WZC, must affiliate with the Territorial Zionist Federation  as a condition precedent to run in the subsequent Zionist Congress election without again having to meet the requirements of a “new” slate and to be a voting member of  the Area Election Committee

Underlines text represents suggested addition.

Explanation:  Affiliates of Zionist World Unions are already required to affiliate with the Zionist Federation and thereby to carry the responsibilities of membership in the WZO at the territorial level.  A new slate that is independent, (not affiliated with a Zionist World Union) does not share these responsibilities, nor does it help to build the movement in the inter-Congress years.  The “burden” of membership as well as its benefits should be shouldered by all groups participating in the Zionist Congress elections.

Draft Resolution 1/25
Submitted by:

American Zionist Movement, The Zionist Federation of Great Britain and Ireland, The Zionist Federation of Australia , Canadian Zionist Federation

Organizacion Sionista de Chile, Organizacion Sionista del Uruguay

Federacion Sionista de Mexico, Federacion Sionista de Venuzuela

Centro Israelita Sionista de Costa Rica, Artzenu , MERCAZ

Renewal And Structural Revision Of The World Zionist Organization

Whereas,  
The WZO has been facing considerable challenges in recent years including:

(a) Determining how best to engage with Jews throughout the world to recognize the importance of connecting with and supporting Israel as Zionists, and relating to Israel as a core element in one’s Jewish identity;

(b) Reforming the organizational structure of the WZO in order to meet its objectives and challenges;

(c) Acquiring the required level of financial support to carry out its activities;

(d) Creating a governance model and recruitment of leaders – both lay and professional – who are able and willing to direct and manage the WZO;

(e) Amending the WZO Constitution to provide for a fair and equitable process and structure that will command the respect and attention of world Jewry.

and whereas the WZO has attempted for several years to renew the WZO organization and 
 
bring forward a constitution, including the adoption of a number of resolutions 
 
adopted by the Zionist Congress and the Zionist General Council , among them:

(a) Resolution #82 adopted by the 34th Zionist Congress in June 2002, 
resolving  
 
"that the Zionist Executive must submit to the Zionist General council 34/2 
 
[June 2003] a new draft constitution" and further resolving that "If, during the 
 
next 12 months, a new draft resolution is not submitted, the Presidium of the ZGC 

will appoint a committee of legal experts, who will submit a draft Constitution to the 
 
members of the ZGC 
within six months",        and

(b) Resolution #2 adopted by the Zionist General Council 34/3 in June 2004 that "charges 
 
the Zionist Executive with submitting a comprehensive proposal to amend the 
 
Constitution for approval by the ZGC within a period of 6 months"   and
 whereas  no such proposal has yet been put forward, though the need remains as great as ever,

It is hereby resolved that:

1. The ZGC reaffirms its commitment to the need for a new Constitution for the World Zionist Organization as expressed in Resolution #82 of the 34th Zionist Congress, Resolution #2 of the Zionist General Council 34/3, and Resolution #42 of the 33rd Zionist Congress,

2. and hereby establishes the Committee on WZO Renewal and Constitution (the "Renewal Committee") which it instructs to operate in accordance with the mandate and methodology stipulated below in order to ensure that a new constitution  be drafted and submitted in time for adoption by the 35th Zionist Congress scheduled for June 2006.

a. Mandate. The Renewal Committee shall consult with all stakeholders, research the issues confronting the WZO in regard to organizational reform and constitutional amendment, analyze and prepare a report for the 35th Zionist Congress that will forward recommendations for the renewal of the WZO including:

(i) a new organizational model for the WZO as proposed by the Professional Task Force (see paragraph e.ii. below);
(ii) recommendations for increasing the financial resources of the WZO; 

(iii) a new constitution as proposed by the Professional Task Fore; and

(iv) a viable model for partnership with JAFI and other appropriate Jewish organizations and institutions

.
b. Work plan. The Renewal Committee will commence its work immediately after the conclusion of the ZGC 34/3, adopt a work plan and timeframe so that its report will be circulated among the various constituents of the WZO in a manner that will ensure appropriate opportunity for discussion, input, and amendment – including the possibility of convening regional meetings and/or a special session of the ZGC for this purpose. The timetable and process shall be built so as to allow for sufficient time to circulate, study, and discuss the Renewal Committee's report and proposal for a new constitution so that they may be acted upon at the 35th Zionist Congress.

c. Administration. The Renewal Committee will be provided with support staff and services by the Department for Zionist Activities, which will be responsible for the administration and work of the Renewal Committee including follow-up, support, coordination, and management of the Renewal Committee and its Professional Task Force.  

d. Budget. The ZGC furthermore approves a special budget for the Renewal Committee in the amount of US $50,000.00 to be taken from the separate WZO budget line for Congress preparations to cover the administrative and general costs associated with the work of the Committee including research, travel, conference calls, publication, meetings and communication.

e. Composition and Membership. The Renewal Committee will consist of:

(i) A Steering Committee composed of one representative of each World Union, one representative of each member Organization of the WZO, and representatives (one each) from four (4) of the Zionist Federations, to be chaired by the President of the Zionist Supreme Court.

(ii) A Professional Task Force, to be appointed by the Steering Committee, that will be composed of five (5-7) members, with at least three (3) members from Israel and two (2) from the Diaspora, all of whom will be chosen for their skills, experience, knowledge and understanding of organizational structure and management and are well versed in drafting constitutional and legal documents.  This Task Force will choose a chair from among its members.  It will study, analyze and recommend a new WZO organizational model and draft a new WZO Constitution and report to the Steering Committee.

f. Guiding Principles. Throughout this process, the Renewal Committee and Professional Task Force shall be mindful of the principles of Zionism and consider principles that will lead to a dynamic, creative and re-energized Zionist movement, including but not limited to the following ideas:

(i) Status of the Zionist Federations

The Zionist Federations should continue to be members of the WZO.

(ii) Individual membership 

Direct membership of individuals in the Zionist movement should be encouraged and facilitated through the local Zionist Federations. 

(iii) Territorial representation

The Zionist Federations should be represented in the institutions of the WZO, independently of – and in addition to – the representation of the worldwide political movements and international Jewish/Zionist organizations.

(iv) Determination of WZO policy and budget

Means should be found to give all members of the ZGC the responsibility to provide ongoing input into and approval of the WZO budget, policy, and operational plans in a manner that is consistent with good governance of the WZO. This should include the establishment of committees, comprised of members of the ZGC, for each of the WZO departments, units, and areas of activity.

(v)      Enhancing the democratic processes within the WZO

Delegates to the Congress from the Diaspora should be elected in accordance with accepted democratic principles, including alternative forms of democratic elections.  No delegates shall be chosen on the basis of agreements reached between members of the Zionist Federations.  The possibility of holding elections in Israel should also be examined.

(vi) Determination of mandates

A percentage of the delegates to Congress coming through each Federation should be determined in accordance with a formula involving the number of registered members or voters each Federation enlists.  The fixed number of mandates should take into greater consideration the number of olim from the community and the degree of activity of the Zionist Federation.

(vii) Funding of Zionist Federations

In determining WZO funding levels for the Zionist Federations, consideration should be given to the amount of funds raised by the national campaigns in each country.

(viii) WZO Leadership

A means should be found to provide the WZO with full-time leadership.  This might take the form of electing an Executive Vice-Chair of the WZO who will be charged with its day-to-day operations.

(ix) Jerusalem Platform

The Jerusalem Program and the mission must be translated into ongoing activities of the WZO.  These must reflect an emphasis on program, rather than administration, in such areas as Zionist education, direct people to people programs, activism with particular emphasis on students (high school and college—ages 15- 25) and the next generation of Leadership (26- 45). 

(x)      Fundamental Principles

The overall focus will be to have the 35th Zionist Congress adopt an organizational model and Constitution that will deal creatively and effectively with the WZO mission, governance, leadership, democracy and accountability.

Committee No. 2 –

The 

Zionist 
Federations 

Committee No. 2 – The Zionist Federations

Draft Resolution No. 2/1

Submitted by The Union of Orthodox Congregations 

and Synagogues in Israel and the Diaspora

Whereas 
the Zionist Federations constitute the operational branch of the 

 
various parts of the WZO,

The Zionist General Council resolves – 

1.
To include representatives from the synagogues and religious organization in the leadership of local and regional Zionist Federations.

2.
To initiate joint activities with the Zionist Federation, to strengthen the Zionist ideology in synagogues and communities.


The ZGC calls upon the Presidium of the Zionist General Council and the Zionist Executive to establish the necessary procedures to carry out these decisions.

Draft Resolution No. 2/2

Submitted by Eliezer Scheffer, Solly Sacks

Mizrachi Hapoel Mizrachi, Gesher-Meimad

Whereas 
the Zionist Federations constitute the operational branch of the  
WZO,
The Zionist General Council resolves – 
A.
To strengthen the Zionist Federations everywhere and help them fulfill  their roles.

B.
To promote the establishment of Zionist Federations in countries where 
 
these do not yet exist.

C.
To establish regional councils of the Zionist Federations in North, South 
 
and Central America, and in Western and Eastern Europe.

D.
To set up and establish an international forum of presidents and heads of 
 
Zionist Federations.

E.
The ZGC calls upon the Presidium  of the Zionist General Council to 
  
formulate a plan to promote the aforementioned resolutions, and to bring them 
 
to the various institutions for approval as required by the Constitution.

Draft Resolution No. 2/3

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement and 

The World Union of Meretz 
Responsibility and budgets of the Zionist Federations 

Whereas 
according to Article 7a of the WZO constitution: 

The Zionist Federation… shall be a body that will work together 


with the Executive to carry out the roles and duties with which it 


has been charged… The Zionist Executive, heads of the departments 
 
and their representatives must consult with the executive body of the 
 
Zionist Federation or authorize representatives regarding their Zionist 
 
activities in the said region…”

Be it resolved that 

The WZO will transfer operational authority to the Zionist Federations.

Budgets will be allocated in accordance with the size of the Zionist Federation, according to their representation in the Zionist Congress.

The Department of Zionist Activity will allocate funds from its budget to the Zionist Federations to implement the programs of the WZO.

Draft Resolutions 2/4

Submitted by the New Faction 

Strengthening Zionist Federations

Whereas 
according to Article 7 a of the Constitution of the WZO, "Zionist Federations  

 
should be the bodies through which the Zionist Executive carries out its 

 
functions and responsibilities, stating that “the Zionist Executive, heads of 

 
departments and their representatives should consult with the leadership bodies 

 
of the Federations or with their authorized representatives regarding the Zionist 

 
activities in the area, 

 

Therefore the Zionist General Council hereby resolves that Article 7a should be implemented in spirit and in fact by the WZO representatives and the JAFI representatives in various countries by consulting and coordinating with the Zionist Federations and by issuing to them, twice a year, a report on their activities.

 
 

Therefore the Zionist General Council hereby resolves that Item 7a should be implemented in spirit and in fact by the WZO representatives and the JAFI representatives in various countries by consulting and coordinating with the Zionist Federations and by issuing to them, twice a year, a report on their activities.

 

Draft Resolutions 2/5

Submitted by World Labour Movement, Meretz and The New Faction 

Whereas 
the FSU divided into separate countries,  and

 

Whereas
a multitude of Zionist and Jewish activities take place in 
the FSU, 
 
funded by the JAFI and

 

Whereas
official Zionist frameworks have not been established to 
date;

 
Therefore, The Zionist General Council hereby resolves that:

1. That the representation in the 35th Zionist Congress shall be based on the same principles as in the 34th Zionist Congress. 

2. That Zionist Federations shall be established in the states of the FSU that so desire by the time of the 35th Zionist Congress. 

Draft Resolutions 2/6

Submitted by World Labour Movement and 

World Union of Meretz 

Connection between Members of the Executive and Representatives around the world

The members of the Jewish Agency's Executive, who are also members in the WZO Executive, and travel as part of their role in the JA in the world, are obligated in their agenda to meet with the representatives of the WZO   - in branches, executives and Heads of Zionist Federations, emissaries and Departmental representatives. 

Draft Resolutions 2/7

Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

Congress Delegates for the Zionist Federation of Germany

Whereas  
the Jewish community of Germany is one of the fastest growing Jewish 
 
communities in the world, now with some 125,000 members, the vast 
 
majority of whom are recent immigrants from the Former Soviet Union, and

Whereas 
the Zionist Federation of Germany is an active one with several branches 
 
through the country, and

Whereas 
the World Zionist Organization is committed to the unity of the Jewish 
 
people everywhere, to advancing the centrality of Israel in Jewish life, to 

promoting 
aliyah, to furthering Zionist education, and to fighting anti-Semitism wherever it exists, and

Whereas 
the Zionist General Council is obligated to work through Zionist Federations 
 
to advance this agenda wherever they are established,  and

Whereas 
the Mandates Committee has taken steps to deny the Jewish  community of 
 
Germany any official representation at the 35th  Zionist Congress by 
 
determining that the Zionist Federation will not be entitled to send any 
 
delegates to the Congress whereas it had four delegates at the 34th Zionist 
 
Congress, and

Whereas 
the Zionist Federation of Germany and the Jewish community of Germany   

 
satisfies all the criteria on the basis of which mandates to the Congress are 
 
determined, including aliyah, contributions to the National 

Funds, Zionist activity, and participation in Israel programs, 

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council calls upon the Mandates Committee to restore to the Zionist Federation of Germany the right to send four delegates to the 35th Zionist Congress.

Draft Resolutions 2/8

Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

Representation of the Zionist Federations within the National Institutions

Whereas 
the 34th Zionist Congress passed resolution #40 (4), mandating  

 
the WZO Executive to  "provide a plan for the creation of 

 
territorial groupings alongside the ideological ones, to allow 

 
Zionist Federations to take their rightful place within the structure of 
 
the WZO. Said plan to be submitted to the first meeting of the Zionist 
 
General Council in 2003,"  
and 

Whereas 
no action has been taken regarding the implementation of this resolution,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council act upon Resolution #40 adopted by the 34th Zionist Congress in time for its implementation at the 35th Zionist Congress.

Be it further resolved that the Zionist General Council instructs that all heads of Zionist Federations who are not otherwise delegates to the Zionist Congress to be invited to attend the Congress in an advisory capacity.

Be it further resolved, that the Zionist General Council instructs all heads of Zionist Federations to to be invited to attend all sessions of the ZGC in an advisory capacity, if they are not members of the ZGC or otherwise automatically entitled to attend according to the Constitution. 

Be it further resolved that all Federation Heads attending the Zionist Congress and the Zionist General Council under the terms stipulated above, be entitled to the same financial arrangements pertaining to all delegates from abroad.  

Draft Resolutions 2/9

Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

Congress Delegates for Small Zionist Federations

Whereas 
the World Zionist Organization is meant to represent the Zionist .movement  

 
worldwide, and

Whereas 
the greater the number of Zionist Federations the greater the stature of the 
 
WZO, and

Whereas  
the representation of small Jewish communities within the WZO is important to  

 
its claim to represent the Zionist movement around the world, and

Whereas 
steps have been taken by the Mandates Committee to deny a number 
of 
 
smaller communities with functioning Zionist Federations any official 
 
representation at the 35th Zionist Congress,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council calls upon the Mandates Committee to restore to every functioning Zionist Federation at least one delegate to the 35th Zionist Congress.

Draft Resolutions 2/10

Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

Increasing the Budgets of the Zionist Federations

Whereas 
the funds available to the Zionist Federations from the WZO are grossly 
 
inadequate to their needs, and will remain so for the foreseeable future, and 

Whereas  
the current agreement on funding between the WZO and JAFI  stipulates that the 
 
WZO may engage in independent fundraising,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council calls upon the Zionist Federations to develop strategies for raising funds of their own.

Be it further resolved that the Department for Zionist Activities be instructed to consider the efforts and results of the Federations in this area in determining the level of the Federations’ annual budgetary allocation. 

Committee No. 3 –

Modes of Operation 
and 

Sources of Funding

Committee No. 3 – Modes of Operation and Sources of Funding 

Draft Resolution No. 3/1

Submitted by the Zionist Council in Israel 
The Zionist General Council is aware of the budgetary constraints faced by the WZO and thus, in order to ensure the continuation of Zionist activity in Israel and around the world,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves 

To instruct the Zionist Executive to prepare a budget for 2006, 50% of which will be earmarked for activities alone.

Draft Resolution No. 3/2

Submitted by the Zionist Council in Israel 
The Zionist General Council is aware of the financial difficulties of the “Amichai” pre-military preparatory program for Zionist leadership of the Zionist Council, and calls upon the Zionist Executive to provide assistance for this preparatory program.

Draft Resolution No. 3/3

Submitted by Eliezer Scheffer, Solly Sacks

Mizrachi Hapoel Mizrachi, Gesher-Meimad

Whereas 
there is a growing need for essential budgets to finance the 

 
activities of the WZO from its own sources,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves 
A.
To reach an agreement with the Jewish Agency for Israel and Keren Hayesod to establish a special fund of the World Zionist Organization, for special projects for Zionist settlement and hagshama;

B.
To reintroduce the Zionist shekel, through which everyone will be able to contribute to WZO activities according to his ability.

The ZGC calls upon the Presidium, in cooperation with the Zionist Executive, to submit a program to promote the aforementioned resolutions within three months.

Draft Resolution 3/4

Submitted by Eliezer Scheffer, Solly Sacks

Mizrachi Hapoel Mizrachi, Gesher-Meimad

Whereas 
the Zionist Movement considers aliyah from western countries to be of 
 
the highest importance;

The Zionist General Council resolves – 

A.
To renew the organization of garin groups for aliyah targeted for urban, rural, community-based and kibbutz-based aliyah.

B.
To renew and expand its “tour v'aleh” programs.

C.
To encourage and assist voluntary aliyah organization in achieving their aims.

Draft Resolution 3/5

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement and 

the World Union of Meretz 
whereas 
 we stand before the 35th  Zionist Congress;   and

whereas
and we wish to concentrate the efforts toward the Zionist Congress, in order to 
 
expand the Zionist frameworks, 

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves 

That the WZO will concentrate in the coming year in the inclusion of the Jerusalem Program, as part of the Membership Drive and World Campaign of identification with Zionism, under the title "Ani Zioni". 

The Zionist Executive will provide the means necessary to the Zionist Federations for the realization this program. 

Draft Resolution No. 3/6

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement and 
the World Union of Meretz 
Whereas 
the budget for the Department for Zionist Activity and the 

Hagshama Department has been reduced

Be it resolved that

Should the WZO budget be increased, it must first increase the budget of the Department for Zionist Activity and the Hagshama Department to their previous levels.

Draft Resolution No. 3/7

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement and 
The World Union of Meretz 
Fundraising 

We welcome the allocation of resources for raising sources of funding from the WZO budget
Whereas 
$50,000 was allocated in the WZO budget for 2005 for fundraising for the Zionist 

Movement;   and

Whereas  
the WZO budget continues to decline,

Be it resolved that 

A report on fundraising and a plan of action be submitted to the Standing Committee for Budget and Finance and the ZGC Presidium, within 90 days of the approval of the budget.

Draft Resolution No. 3/8

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement and 
The World Union of Meretz 
Agreement for operation of shlichim 

Whereas 
the December 2002 agreement between the Jewish Agency and the WZO for 
 
granting services for the operation of shlichim states that the compensation  

was to be on a “cost  plus” basis, that is: the entire COST of employing the shlichim 
 
PLUS a fee of 5%;

Be it resolved that 

The Chairman and the Treasurer of the WZO be called upon to implement the agreement in practice within 60 days of the decision, such that the 5% fees are added to the activity budget of the WZO.

Draft Resolution 3/9

Submitted by The New Faction  

 

Overhead for operating Schlichim

 

Whereas 
the agreement between JAFI and the WZO for the operation of Schlichut 
 
activities beginning in December 2002 determines that the payment will be 
 
on the basis of cost plus:  the cost of employing the schlichim and 5%overhead;

 

Therefore the Zionist General Council resolves that the WZO should be receiving the 5%overhead as a cost payment for processing the schlichim.

Draft Resolution No. 3/10

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement and 
The World Union of Meretz 
Properties 

Whereas 
Decision No. 18 was made by the XXXIV/3 Zionist General Council 
 
regarding the establishment of a professional, external committee to examine 
  
the properties and their ownership; and

Whereas  
the committee’s conclusions and actions were not brought before the Standing  

 
Committee for Budget and Finance for discussion;

Be it resolved that 

The ZGC calls for the implementation of that decision, and instructs the Zionist Executive and the Presidium to establish a committee within 45 days and to bring its findings before the Ongoing Committee for Budgets, within 90 days of its establishment.

Draft Resolution 3/11

Submitted by The New Faction  

Properties

 

Whereas 
the Zionist General Council in June 2004 passed a resolution (No. 18) that 
 

forbids the sale of properties that were listed under the name of the the \

 

Jewish Agency before June 1971, or properties that were registered under 
 

the name of Karen Hayesod until 1989; and,
Whereas 
in spite of resolution 18 during the past year several properties that fit this 
 

description were sold by the Jewish Agency for Israel;

 

Therefore,

The Zionist General Council hereby resolves that:

1. In every place in resolution 18 where the word properties or real estate properties is written, the intention is to properties of all kinds 

2. The Zionist General Council reaffirms it’s previous resolution that forbids the sale of properties acquired before June 1971 and registered in the name of the Jewish Agency or purchased by the Karen Hayesod before 1989.  The proceeds of properties that were sold in the last year should be transferred to the WZO. 

3. An Executive committee should be formed consisting of representatives of the Zionist unions, according to relative proportion, that will examine, investigate, evaluate and concentrate all of the data on the properties in question and will propose a resolution, as soon as possible, for approval by the Zionist General Council. 

4. If there are actions taken in contradiction to this resolution, the individual who made the decision to sell will have a personal claim presented against him/her. 

Resolution No. 18, ZGC, June 2004:   Property of the World Zionist Organization

Whereas
Property acquired up to 1971 in the name of the World Zionist Organization 

 
or the Jewish Agency is World Zionist Organization property;  and,

whereas
Property acquired by Keren Hayesod up to 1989 in the name of Keren 

 
Hayesod is also property of the World Zionist Organization;   and,

whereas
Keren Hayesod’s charter, up to the time of its amendment, recognized 

 
the World Zionist Organization as Keren Hayesod’s controlling party;  and
whereas 
The Jewish Agency’s 1971 restructuring agreement recognizes that 

 
the World Zionist Organization acted as the Jewish Agency;  and, 
whereas
The covenant between the State of Israel and the World Zionist Organization,
 
 based on the World Zionist Organization Status Law, recognizes that the 
 
World Zionist Organization until 1971 was also referred to as the Jewish 
 
Agency, and recognizes that Keren Hayesod and the Jewish National Fund 
 
are funds belonging to the World Zionist Organization until today;

It is hereby resolved:
Any sale or transfer of real estate belonging to the World Zionist Organization to any other party must be approved by the Zionist Executive.

Properties acquired by the World Zionist Organization and the Jewish Agency up to 1971 are the property of the World Zionist Organization, and properties acquired by Keren Hayesod up to 1989 are the property of the World Zionist Organization. 

Any party other than the World Zionist Organization making use of WZO property for its own purposes and not for purposes of the World Zionist Organization shall be required to compensate the World Zionist Organization for an identical and index-linked sum.

Accurate and up-to-date information regarding the properties and their ownership shall be compiled by an external professional committee and brought up for deliberation before the permanent Budget and Finance Committee, which shall submit its recommendations for discussion and approval of the XXXIV/4 Zionist General Council.

Draft Resolution No. 3/12

Submitted by Danny Danon, Member of the Executive, Representing the Likud Movement 
The Zionist General Council instructs the Zionist Executive to establish a committee to examine the matter of WZO assets and to submit a detailed report of all the WZO assets, from 1969 to the present, to the 35th Zionist Congress.

The report should spell out which assets were sold and at what price, and which assets were purchased and at what price, during the aforementioned period.

Draft Resolution No. 3/13

Submitted by Danny Danon, Member of the Executive, 

Representing the Likud Movement 

In light of the new wave of anti-Semitism that is reflected as anti-Zionist sentiment and in the delegitimization of the State of Israel,

Be it resolved
That all divisions of the WZO, including its shlichim operating throughout the entire world, be instructed to take an active and assertive stand against any anti-Semitic episode and to focus their activities on youth, young people and students who are particularly affected by these serious incidents.

Whereas 
the decisions of the 34th Zionist Congress regarding the struggle against 
 
anti-Zionism, anti-Semitism and racism have not yet been implemented,

Be it resolved that – 

The decisions made by the 34th Zionist Congress regarding the struggle against anti-Zionism, anti-Semitism and racism must be implemented immediately (Decisions E-35 and E-36).

From the Resolutions of the Zionist Congress, June 2002: 

E. The Struggle Against Anti-Zionism, Anti-Semitism and Racism

35. Training Shlichim to Deal With Expressions of Anti-Semitism

Whereas
the current situation has led to a dramatic increase in expressions of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism on campus be it resolved that:

we call upon the World Zionist Organization to undertake whatever steps are necessary to ensure that Shlichim are fully and properly trained to deal with these issues in a manner consistent with the culture, history, and society of the country in which they will be serving.
36. The Struggle Against Anti-Zionism, Anti-Semitism and Racism

The Zionist Congress decries the re-emergence of the scourge of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism in many countries of the world, especially in Europe, which, only two generations ago, gave rise to the horror of the Holocaust.

The Zionist Congress notes with concern the recently new anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist phenomenon among various groups has been added to the campaign of delegitimization and vilification of, and incitement and terrorism against the State of Israel.

The Zionist Congress is distressed that 54 years after the establishment of the State of Israel, that criminal acts associated with anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism are reemerging in new and especially violent ways;

The Zionist Congress calls upon all persons of conscience throughout the world to voice their vehement opposition to a renewal of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism currently rearing its ugly head;

The Zionist Congress calls upon civilized persons everywhere to disassociate themselves from and to condemn those elements in their midst disseminating these pernicious racial views;

The Zionist Congress calls upon all governments, parliaments, and international bodies of the world to effect legislation against this phenomenon, rendering illegal and subjecting anyone practicing such acts to prosecution and punishment.

This Zionist Congress notes and condemns the United Nations Conference Against Racism held in Durban in August 2001, as it became a forum for vitriolic anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism.  This Congress, therefore, calls upon the United Nations to insure that such a phenomenon is not repeated within any United Nations forums or bodies.

The Zionist Congress hereby resolves:

1. That the Zionist Federations urge all Jewish communities throughout the world to act vigorously against the scourge of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism; and

2. Calls upon the Executive of the Jewish Agency to establish a professional team, based in Jerusalem, to coordinate the fight against anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism in an active and dignified way;

3. To set up groups of experts who will work with opinion makers, the communications media (press, radio, and television) and intellectuals to combat the scourge of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism currently widespread in some of these circles and put forward positive, constant, and proactive information about Israel;

4. To establish where necessary in every country working groups which will work with members of the legislature to bring about legislation that will outlaw anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism and Holocaust denial;

5. To form groups of jurists whose role would be to lodge complaints and initiate prosecution against political, media, or other bodies which disseminate anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist hatred;

6. To establish, in conjunction with the World Union of Jewish Students and other Jewish student Zionist organizations, an apparatus to monitor anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist activity on the college campuses and to expose the disseminators of hate propaganda, and to provide students of all ages with information and strategies to respond to anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism on and off college campuses;

7. To form groups of educators who will carry out an extensive and probing examination of textbooks, dictionaries, and encyclopedia, in order to expunge them of all anti-Semitic, anti-Zionist, and Holocaust-denial content;

8. To recruit ethical and moral persons, governments, and parliaments throughout the world in order to warn governments that have demonstrated weakness in combating anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism in their countries;

9. By carrying out these actions, the Zionist Movement, its organizations and members will struggle to achieve full cooperation and unity with global and national Diaspora Jewish organizations worldwide.

The Zionist Congress calls upon the Government of Israel to mobilize all its power to assist in realizing these activities and to strengthen its ties with the Jewish communities around the world in the spirit of the dictum that kol Yisrael aravim zeh Bazeh - all Jews are responsible for one another.   

Draft Resolution 3/14
Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

Enabling Zionist Federations to Conduct Elections to the Zionist Congress

Whereas  
the ZGC 34/2 cancelled article 20 of the by-laws regarding elections to the 
 
Zionist Congress, compelling all Zionist Federations to conduct elections, and

Whereas  
in the recent past elections have been held in only some 10% of the 
 
constituent Federations of the WZO, and

Whereas  
the holding of elections is an expensive undertaking involving costs far 
 
beyond the ability of Zionist Federations to bear,

Be it hereby resolved that the Treasurer of the WZO, in consultation with the heads of the World Unions, a representative sample of Zionist Federation heads, and the Department for Zionist Activities, develop an appropriate budget for the conducting of elections to Congress, and that he issue a set of criteria and procedures for accessing that budget that will ensure the fair and reasonable allocation of election funds in a timely fashion. 

Be it further resolved that the above-mentioned budget and procedures be publicized no later than September 1, 2005 in order to ensure the Zionist Federations adequate time to plan and conduct elections.

Draft Resolution 3/15
Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

WZO Involvement in Israeli Society

Whereas 
the nature of Israeli society, and the integration of olim into it, are major 
 
concerns of the Zionist movement, as stipulated in the new Jerusalem 
 
Program adopted by the ZGC 34/2, and

Whereas  
the 34th Zionist Congress passed a number of resolutions regarding 
 
these areas (#2-#4, #71-#81) that have not been acted upon, and

Whereas 
the World Zionist Organization currently has no mechanism for 
 
furthering the objectives of the above-noted resolutions, including those 
 
dealing with legislation in the Knesset,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council  and its Presidium jointly establish a Forum on the Character of Israeli Society that will, among other things, serve as the lobby of the WZO regarding such matters as those specified in the 
Jerusalem Program, including the preservation of Israel as a Jewish and Democratic States and the fashioning of it as an exemplary society.

From the Resolution of The Zionist Congress, June 2002: 
2. Assurance of a Jewish majority in the State of Israel 

The Zionist Congress calls upon all Zionist factors, i.e. the Government, the Jewish Agency and the political leadership, to do everything in order to find ways of deepening the Jewish-Zionist, as well as the democratic character of the State of Israel.

The Zionist Congress calls on the Government of Israel and the Knesset to consistently and decisively work to establish a Jewish majority in the State of Israel, and to view the demographic issue as being of critical importance for the future of the State of Israel. 

The Zionist Congress blesses the Jewish Agency and the Zionist Council in Israel for their involvement in projects of cooperation and increased understanding with the Druze Community, and it calls for a deepening of the relationship with this group as a reliable partner in the Zionist Enterprise and in the State of Israel.

The Zionist Congress calls on the Arab citizens of Israel to integrate themselves as equal citizens of the State of Israel, as well as on the Government to avoid any form of discrimination against the Arab sector in Israel. 
4. Israel – a Jewish and democratic state

Whereas
the Zionist Movement is holding up the Zionist flag, and

Whereas
the State of Israel is defined as a Zionist state, and

Whereas
the State of Israel is the creation of the World Zionist Congress,

be it resolved that Israel is a Jewish Zionist and democratic state.

71. Jewish Pluralism

Whereas
previous Zionist Congresses have accepted a commitment to pluralism and support for equal rights for all streams in Judaism and have viewed these subjects as essential for the preservation of the unity of Am Yisrael and its connection with Zion (decision no. 93 of the 32nd Congress and decision 21 of the 33rd Congress), and

Whereas
The Zionist Congress attaches great importance to subjects related to Jewish pluralism and recognition of the right of choice of word, thought and deed of secular and religious Jews of all streams, as a central element in viewing Israel as a Jewish Zionist and Democratic State, sees them as important and central in the world view of Zionism in this age, and is interested in strengthening the involvement of the representatives of the WZO in promoting these issues,

The Zionist Congress congratulates the decision made by High Court of Justice regarding the issue of conversion (20/02/2002) and calls upon the government of Israel to ensure the implementation of this decision according to its spirit and wording. 

Therefore the Congress calls upon the Chairman of the Zionist Executive and the Executive and its representatives in the Jewish Agency to take all actions necessary to make clear to the Government of Israel and the Knesset that any action to move forward with the Conversion law at this time would bring about a serious undermining of Jewish unity, just when there is a crucial need for a united front of world Jewry in support of Israel.

The Zionist Congress praises the Jewish Agency and all those who have participated in the establishment of the Joint Institute for Jewish Studies. Only extensive national effort, built upon cooperation between the different streams in Judaism, has the power to respond to the challenge of converting the many immigrants from the Russian Federation who are not Jewish and wish to convert. 

The Zionist Congress expresses its support of the implementation of free choice in marriage in Israel, and calls upon the Knesset to legislate a marriage a law that will allow any citizen of Israel to marry according to his/her worldview, whether in an Orthodox-religious, Conservative, Reform or Reconstructionist ceremony, or in a secular civil ceremony.

81. The Zionist Youth Council

A. The Zionist Congress praises the activity of the Zionist Youth Council for the cultivation of Zionist ideological youth leadership in Israel, and calls upon the World Zionist Organization to strengthen this activity, and to aid in the expansion of the circle of branches and activists of the Zionist Council throughout the country. 

The Zionist Congress praises the project of the “Zionist Congress for Youth”, having the aim of increasing the involvement of youth in the life of the society and the State, and calls upon all bodies which are part of the project, first and most important among them being the Zionist Council in Israel, to increase the number of youth participating in it. 

B. The Zionist Congress praises the Zionist Council for the establishment of the pre-military preparatory school “Amichai” for developing social Zionist leadership among the religious and the secular.

The Zionist Congress calls upon the Zionist Organization to aid the preparatory school in expanding its activity.

C. The Zionist Congress views positively the increased cooperation between the Zionist Council and the Jewish National Fund.

The Zionist Congress praises the initiative for the covenant of cooperation between the two bodies, which is meant to increase the common enterprises, specifically in the field of education, of both institutions. 

Draft Resolution 3/16
Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

Budget of the World Zionist Organization

Whereas  
the attacks on Israel and Zionism have increased in recent years, along 
 
with the dramatic rise in anti-Semitic incidents,   and 

whereas 
the tasks of Zionism are far from complete and require ongoing resources, 
 
and 

whereas  
the budget of the World Zionist Organization in general, and the 
 
operative departments of the WZO in particular, have been reduced 
 
drastically over the past several years,  and

whereas 
the current WZO budget does not provide sufficient means to meet the 
 
needs of the Zionist movement, particularly in regard to the  
cultivation of a younger generation of students and new leadership, and 
 
the support of Zionist Federations,  and

whereas 
the 34th Zionist Congress, in adopting Resolution #45, called upon the 
 
Zionist Executive to develop and execute a plan to increase the WZO  
 
budget, and 

whereas 
no such plan has yet been initiated,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist General Council establish no later than July 31, 2005, a Budgetary Task Force to be chaired by the Treasurer of the WZO and consisting of professionals, members of the Zionist Executive, and members of the Presidium, with the mandate of exploring ways of increasing the WZO budget.

Be it further resolved that this Budgetary Task Force issue its report to the Zionist Executive and to the Presidium, no later than November 30, 2005. 

From the Resolutions of the Zionist Congress, June 2002:

45. Budget of the World Zionist Organization

Whereas 
the attacks on Zionism emanating from anti-Zionists and post-Zionists alike have 
 
increased in recent years, and

whereas 
the tasks of Zionism are far from complete and require ongoing resources, and 

whereas 
the budget of the World Zionist Organization in general, and the operative 
 
departments of the WZO in particular, have been reduced drastically since the last 
 
Zionist Congress, and

whereas 
the current WZO budget does not provide sufficient means to meet the needs of the 
 
Zionist movement, particularly in regard to the cultivation of a younger generation 
 
of students and new leadership, and the support of Zionist Federations, 

be it hereby resolved that the Zionist Congress calls upon the Zionist Executive to develop and execute a plan to increase the WZO budget. 

Draft Resolution 3/17
Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

Enabling the Zionist Federations to Fulfill their Mandate

Whereas 
the Zionist Federations legally constitute the operational arm of the  World Zionist Organization in achieving its objectives throughout the world, and

Whereas  
the 34th Zionist Congress passed resolution #41, calling upon "the Zionist  Executive to provide the necessary funding, beginning from January 1, 2002, to the Zionist Federations in order to better develop an organizational infrastructure that will operate more efficiently and will carry out Zionist and educational activities and projects, in accordance with the Jerusalem Program," and 

Whereas  
the budget of the Department for Zionist Activities, essentially the only 
 
source within the WZO budget for Federation funding, has been 
cut 
 
drastically by some 28% in recent years (from $3,100,000 in 2001 to 
 
$2,228,000 in 2005), and

Whereas 
the WZO has also repeatedly called for the investment of funds in the 
next generation, both those in the 18-30 range, and those in the 30-45 
 
generation, and

Whereas 
a principle of parity between the budgets of the Departments for Zionist  Activities and Hagshama was established and operational since the inception of the Hagshama Department and until 2004, and 

Whereas 
the budget of the Department for Zionist Activities is now 7% below that  of the Hagshama Department, directly impacting negatively on  the allocations to the Zionist Federations,
Be it hereby resolved that ZGC instructs the Treasurer and the Zioist Executive to budget any additional funds that might become available during the current year to the WZO, be it from KKL or elsewhere,  to  equalize the budgets of the two main operational departments of the WZO, and restore them to their 2003 levels before allocating funds to any other purpose.

Draft Resolution No. 3/19
Submitted by The Union of Orthodox Congregations and Synagogues in Israel and the Diaspora

Whereas 
synagogues and congregations in Israel and the Diaspora constitute a 
 
central influence;    and

Whereas 
the rabbis and congregational leaders have the ability to exert a 
 
Jewish-Zionist influence on their membership;

The Zionist General Council resolves –

1.
To initiate Zionist activities in the synagogues and Jewish communities.

2.
To help establish an international Internet site for synagogues and 
 
congregations, and to distribute Zionist and Israeli information over the site. 
3.
To encourage synagogues and congregations to organize tours to Israel and 
 
promote aliyah to Israel.
Committee No. 4 –

Youth 

and 

Dor Hemshech

Committee No. 4 – Youth and dor Hemshech 

Draft Resolution No. 4/1

Submitted by Rabbi Yechiel Wasserman

Young Adults

The Zionist General Council calls upon Jewish communities in the Diaspora, wherever they may be, to encourage Jewish young people to participate in the “MASA” program, run jointly by the Jewish Agency and the Israeli government, allowing them an opportunity to experience the Jewish State, promoting their identity and affiliation with the Jewish people, and enhances their knowledge of Jewish tradition.

Draft Resolution No. 4/2

Submitted by Eliezer Scheffer, Solly Sacks

Mizrachi Hapoel Mizrachi, Gesher-Meimad

Whereas 
the Zionist Congress has decided to include the Young 
Generation 
 
in the Zionist Movement and its elected institutions;   and 

Whereas 
these decisions have not yet been fully implemented;

The Zionist General Council resolves – 

A.
To require all of the World Unions and organizations to implement the decisions of the Zionist Congress and the ZGC with regard to representation by young people in all elected institutions of the Zionist Movement.

B.
The ZGC hereby resolves that the XXXIV/4 session will be comprised of representatives from the Young Generation, as was previously resolved.

Draft Resolution No. 4/3

Submitted by Danny Danon, Member of the Zionist Executive, Representing the Likud Movement 

 Whereas 
the Zionist General Council recognizes the importance of the work 
 
carried out by the Zionist Federations, and the need to strengthen, 
 
rather than undermine, their position;

Be it resolved – 

To increase the activity budgets for the worldwide Zionist Federations, with an emphasis on activities for youth and students to combat anti-Semitic incidents throughout the entire world.

Draft Resolution No. 4/4

Submitted by Eliezer Scheffer, Solly Sacks

Mizrachi Hapoel Mizrachi, Gesher-Meimad

Whereas  
anti-Semitic incidents are on the rise on campuses all over 

 
the world;  and

Whereas  
Jewish students are on the front lines of such anti-Semitic activity;

The Zionist General Council resolves – 

A.
To charge the student organizations represented within the ZGC to organize and implement public relations activities on campuses and to assist them with their activities.

B.
To establish “international task forces” of international student organizations, such as WUJS, World Yavneh and others, who will work together to combat anti-Semitic activity on campuses, in cooperation with other relevant agencies.

Draft Resolution No. 4/5

Submitted by the World Union of Meretz 
The Zionist General Council calls upon the Zionist Executive to immediately ensure that the decisions made by the 34th Zionist General Council with regard to young people and the Young Generation be implemented.
Draft Resolution No. 4/6

Submitted by the World Labor Zionist Movement and the World Union of Meretz 
Zionist youth movements 

Whereas 
the Zionist youth movements are the driving force of the WZO and represent its future;   and 

Whereas  
the Zionist youth movements are experiencing a reduction in their budgets, power and influence, and their activities throughout the world under the Jewish Agency’s Education Department;

Be it resolved that 

The WZO resolves to transfer the Zionist youth movements to the World Zionist Organization.

The ZGC authorizes the Zionist Executive to negotiate with the Jewish Agency within a period of six months, to transfer the Zionist youth movements and their budgets to the Zionist Movement, and make them a department within the WZO.

Draft Resolution No. 4/7

Submitted by Danny Danon, Member of the Zionist Executive, Representing the Likud Movement 

Whereas  
the Zionist General Council recognizes the tremendous importance of 
the Zionist youth movements and their educational activities throughout 
 
the world, and recognizes the power of the youth movements to 
 
consolidate young people abroad and encourage their 
 
aliyah to Israel;

Be it resolved – 

To strengthen the network of youth movement shlichim and expand the number of target areas for their activities.

To avoid jeopardizing the budgets earmarked for youth movement shlichim around the world.

Draft Resolution 4/8

Submitted by MERCAZ Olami

Integration of the Younger Generation in the Zionist Federations

Whereas 
the WZO has adopted several resolutions calling for the integration of 
 
the younger generation into the institutions of the WZO, and

Whereas 
the WZO Constitution requires that the Zionist Executive operate 
 
exclusively through the Zionist Federations in conducting its activities 
 
abroad,

Be it hereby resolved that the Zionist Federations incorporate representatives of the younger generation (18-30 years old) who represent movements recognized by the Hagshama Department into their managerial committees, including the Executive of the Zionist Federations in no lesser a status than as active observers. 

Be it further resolved that all activities supported by the Hagshama Department abroad be conducted through the auspices of the local Zionist Federations.
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